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Can you believe it's August already! School starts in a few | Sue Johnson, President (231)349-5137
weeks, and it seems like the kids just got out. As with us, it |Linda Telfer, 1st Vice President

seems we just had our end of year banquet, and we are Delores Simpson, 2nd VP( Membership)
now preparing for our September meeting and starting the Leona Royer, Secretary

new club year, but not before our annual picnic. Be sure Ann Stellard, Treasurer

the date is on your calendar and remember to bring a Melonie James, Parliamentarian
friend! Let them see how much fun we have together as Linda Telfer, Newsletter Editor

well as all the volunteering we do in and around our com-

munity. And, as always, thank you for all you do. Due date for the newsletter is the 25th of

each month.

Sue

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

August 7—Household Hazardous Waste Disposal Day

August 11—Community Conservation Day—Hemlock Park— 3:00-6:00 pm
August 12—Summer Picnic—6 PM—Northend Riverside Park—Big Rapids
September 9—First Club Meeting of the Year

September 27—Northwestern District Meeting in Mecosta

September 27—International Day of Service

October 10-12—Great Lakes Region Conference—Columbus, OH

November 8—Guiding Harbor Fundraiser in Belleville

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
DISPOSAL DAY

Lake—Mecosta—Osceola Counties
August 7, 2025—2 pm—6 pm

Mecosta County—Mecosta County Fairgrounds—540 West Ave-BR

Osceola County—Road Commission South Facility—4737 Makwa Dr.—Hersey
Lake County—Either location listed above

Cost: Suggested $15 per vehicle donation




AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

31—Karin McKean

CARES AND CONCERNS

Joan Boroff—health issues

Mary Sue Hansen—health issues

Janet Miller Monfils—health issues

O GFWC Tidbits . . .
\ [/

GFWC International

For some years in the early 1900s, GFWC was the largest national women’s organization
before being overtaken in membership by the National American Woman Suffrage Associa-

tion. Its national membership peaked at 1,700,000 in 1914, the same year the organization

finally agreed to lend its support to the suffrage movement.

GFWC Michigan

The last GFWC International Convention held in Michigan was in 1935. It was held in Detroit

as will the 2028 GFWC International Convention also be held in Detroit, 93 years later.

GFWC-Big Rapids, Inc.

In 1936 a Mrs. William Vaxter of the Big Rapids Woman’s Club was the chairman of the
Girlstown Board, now known as Guiding Harbor.



https://www.britannica.com/topic/National-American-Woman-Suffrage-Association
https://www.britannica.com/topic/National-American-Woman-Suffrage-Association

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUMMER PICNIC
August 12, 2025—6:00 p.m.
Northend Riverside Park Pavilion
Bring a dish to pass.
Tableware & beverages will be provided.

Invite a friend.

COMMUNITY

CONSERVATION

DAY

Monday, August 11", 2025
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

A Free Family Outin
Celebrating Nature!

Get outside and join the fun! Community
Conservation Day is your chance to meet
local conservation groups, explore
interactive booths, and learn simple ways
to care for the land, water, and wildlife we
all share.

Special Guest Alert!

Tour des Trees riders — arborists and
tree care professionals from all over the
country who are riding to support tree
research — will be stopping by! Say hi,

: professor snap a photo, and hear their inspiring

n f:;;\\\sp_,,,gop stories,

Bring the kids, your questions,
and your curfoslty — there’s

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE something for everyone!
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Visit booths from local groups  THE YELLOW Location @
Family-friendly Activities WINDOW FOOD Hemlock Park
Giveaways / Raffles TRAILER WILL SigRapids, W
Meet the Cyclists BE HERE! For More Info
Fun & Engaging Presentation www.mecostacd.org/events
If you are interested in having a free booth, visit www.mecostacd.org/events to
complete a booth sponsor form. Questions? Please call (989) 309-9229
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BELLEVILLE M1

3“ DIAMONDBACK MUSIC HALL,

MUM FUNDRAISER

¢GFWC will again hold a Mum Sale fundraiser this

Fall. Mums are $15.00 and GFWC will make a $5.00 profit

on each mum plant sold. The Education & Libraries CSP

il have order forms at the August Picnic for anyone who

- Wwish to take orders from their family and friends. Mum
p#plants are scheduled to be ready for pickup from Lee Ann's

Flowers on September 8th after 4 pm.

If you remember, last year the mums from LeeAnn’s were just beautiful and she had a very good

choice of colors. Everyone loves mums in the fall, so start taking orders from your family and
riends right now.




WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING...

GARDEN WORK continues

Post
Office

Garden

Arts & Culture CSP

The Arts & Culture CSP met in Pentwater, Michigan for lunch and
visited some art studios to discuss possible opportunities for the

4 club. Delores Simpson invited the group back to her home in
Pentwater for dessert where deer could be seen right outside her
window.
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Friday evening 5:00 - 7:00 PM Embassy Suites Complimentary Reception and a large area to pro-
vide the opportunity to catch up with long-time friends and make new ones. You will be able to socialize
with GFWC International President Suellen Brazil and President-elect Wendy Carriker before we enjoy
the “Ohio the Heart of All” state night dinner. (Special request: Wear something with RED on it, if you
can.) 6:45 PM Processional participants will organize in the hall in front of the Buckeye Ballroom After
dinner, GFWC Ohio members will host a reception honoring GFWC and GLR officers.

Saturday 9:00 AM the opening ceremonies of the 2025 “Hearts in Action: Celebrating Kindness —
Honoring Volunteers” Great Lakes Region Conference will begin with the “Great Eight” procession-
al. The Business Session will include reports from the GFWC Chairmen and/or Committee members rep-
resenting our Region on the GFWC Board of Directors. These representatives will present platform work-
shops and presentations while sharing great information with us. The election of officers for the 2026-
2028 administration will take place, and we will hear from our 2025 LEADS graduates. We will also have
a little fun time getting to know each other better.

Saturday 12:00 PM “Savor the Moments: The Power of Positive Connections” Luncheon will cele-
brate our affiliates and welcome our keynote speaker, GFWC President-elect Wendy Carriker. More re-
ports, workshops, and presentations will follow. And of course, some fun!

Saturday 4:30 PM — 5:30 PM Incoming 2026-2028 leaders will meet with GFWC President-elect
Wendy Carriker. This will include 2026-2028 Region President, State Presidents, and State Directors
of Junior Clubs.

Saturday 4:30 PM -6 PM “Tea and Talk” time in the GLR President’s room #223 and Short North
(Maybe something stronger than tea)

Last chance to visit our “Vendors” Vendors will be open until 7:00 PM - please support them Sat-
urday evening 5:00 - 7:00 PM Embassy Suites Complimentary Reception

Processional forms at 6:45 pm in Buckeye Ballroom hallway

Saturday 7:00 PM “Serving with Heart: Celebration of Kindness, Friendship, and the Volunteer
Spirit” dinner. Suellen Brazil, GFWC International President, will be our keynote speaker. We will honor
our 2026 GFWC Jennie nominees. After dinner some more special music and some fundraising fun!

Sunday morning 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Inspirational Music by Harriett Groh, GFWC GLR Music Chairman Join us at this closing session where
we’ll hear the exciting reports from the GLR “Great Eight” and others. We will have the Memorial Service
and remember our friends and loved ones whom we have lost in the past year. Remember to send the
names of any members your club lost so we can honor their contribution to GFWC. There will be some
closing words from our GFWC Officers and the invitation to the 2026 Conference in Wisconsin, before we
adjourn the 2025 GFWC Great Lakes Region Conference.

DRESS FOR THE WEEKEND

When traveling, remember to wear your GFWC logo wear and membership pin.

Friday — Comfortable clothes & walking shoes —Wear your GFWC Apparel. We want residents and visi-
tors of Columbus to ask “what is GFWC”. And since the Governor of Ohio has a ceremonial office
in the Statehouse, you may have a chance to meet him!

Friday Board of Directors Meeting- Come as you have been for the day.

Friday Evening — After 5 Cocktail Dresses or Pant Suits Special Request: add a little RED to your attire.
Saturday — Business Casual or if you have any affiliate related logo clothing please wear it as we will be
celebrating our affiliates

Saturday Evening — After 5 Cocktail Dresses or Pant Suits

Sunday Morning- Travel Wear with GFWC emblematic pins or logos.

OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION
GFWC Great Lakes Region Fundraising — we will have some fundraising at various times throughout

the weekend. There will be a Split the Pot on Friday evening, then Saturday evening after dinner we will
have a live and interactive fundraising party.






GFWC Great Lakes Region would like to request your support in our fundraising efforts.
We are requesting gift card donations to support our “Quarter Auction” on Saturday even-
ing. Gift cards must be from national chain stores such as Cracker Barrel, Lowes, Target, Wen-
dy’s, Walmart, or Starbucks to name a few. ($10.00 or more in value.) We will collect the cards
at registration, and if you wish to support Great Lakes Region but cannot attend, please give
them to your state president or another attending member. In advance of the Conference, the
fundraising committee would like to thank you for your generosity.

State Presidents & Directors of Junior Clubs—Please be prepared to present a report of not
more than three minutes. GLR Vice-President Loretta Caron will contact you with more detailed
information.

Please remember to bring your state flag, pole, and stand for Saturday morning opening ceremo-
nies. The flag bearer is to wear white gloves.

Deadlines — Please adhere to the GLR and Hotel deadlines as listed on the Registration
Form. The hotels are no longer preparing meals for additional attendees so get your res-
ervations in on time and be sure and make your selections, if offered.

Please share this Call with all members in your state and club.
Encourage them to join us in Ohio.

“Bring One — Get One” If you bring a member who has never at-
tended a GLR Region Conference, you and your “newbie” will each
receive one entry into a drawing for a new designer purse with
matching wallet. The entries will have been saved from Michigan
and the drawing will be held at the close of the GLR Conference in
Ohio in 2025. (Purse and wallet donated by GLR President Rose Logston)

Please consider making a donation to the GLR IDS Day on the reg-
istration sheet. In order for us to evaluate our impact we decided
we would offer you the opportunity to contribute in time for us to
make the donation on September 27™ on behalf o the GFWC Great
Lakes Region. Thank you so much!

Hotel Reservation deadline is September 9, 2025

Embassy Suites by Hilton, 2700 Corporate Exchange Drive, Columbus, OH
43231

614-890-8600. All suites are $139.00 per night (all have pull out sofas in sepa-
rate rooms)

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/emhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-
4050-a017-82b9c643723d/

Registration Deadline is the same at the hotel reservations, postmarked on
or before September 9", 2025.


https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/emhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/emhcees-fwc-4828956e-b940-4050-a017-82b9c643723d/

FLOWER OF THE MONTH
From the Environment CSP

BLACK-EYED SUSANS

With its many flowers, black-eyed Susan lends itself well to mass plantings and has long been a staple in
perennial gardens. Black-eyed Susan, native to the Midwest, comes in both annual and perennial varieties.
Hardy in Zones 3-11, they need little care to grow abundantly. Because black-eyed Susan blooms for many
weeks when other summer perennials begin to fade, this plant is a sign that fall is around the corner.

The most common black-eyed Susan flowers have a single row of gold petals surrounding a black or brown
center. The foliage is unobtrusive. Because the foliage is covered in coarse hairs, rabbits and deer rarely
bother it (although these creatures may snack on the flowers). The leaves are usually deep green, which
blends well in a mixed garden bed.

Light - These sun-loving plants do best when grown in sunlight six to eights hours a day. They can grow
in shade, bu the colors of the flowers aren’t as vibrant.

Soil and Water—Once black-eyed Susan is established, it's a_drought-tolerant plant, but it needs regular
watering when first planted. While they grow well in almost any soil, black-eyed Susan won'’t thrive in soggy
locations. If your soil is mostly sand, add organic matter to help it retain water.

Temperature and Humidity—These plants grow best in warm temperatures. They prefer 60°F or above.
However, black-eyed Susan doesn’t mind humidity. When temperatures are very hot (above 90°F), in-
crease watering to keep the plants from being overly stressed by the heat.

Fertilizer—Because black-eyed Susan grows in most soils, it usually doesn’t need fertilizer.

Pruning—Deadheading black-eyed Susan is essential for healthy regrowth. When deadheading, cut back
to just past the first leaf on the stem. At the end of the season, cut them back to 2 inches above the ground.
Add mulch during cold months to keep them from freezing before spring. Black-eyed Susan propagates
from underground rhizomes and self-seeds, so if you want to keep them from spreading, clean up seed
pods and trim back growth.

FROM BHG.com
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https://www.bhg.com/gardening/gardening-by-region/pacific-northwest/top-native-plants-of-the-pacific-northwest/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/flowers/perennials/difference-between-annual-and-perennial-plants/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/container/basics/deer-and-rabbit-resistant-plants-for-containers/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/flowers/perennials/perennials-with-drought-tolerance/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/yard/soil/creating-rich-organic-soil-in-your-garden-281474979752803/
https://www.bhg.com/what-perennials-to-cut-back-in-fall-7970656

